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Library 
Instruction



● Aims to understand how libraries participate in systems of 
oppression and find ways for librarians and students to act 
upon these systems 

● Applies critical theory and most often the ideas of critical 
pedagogy to libraries 

● More than just instruction; a way of thinking about 
information literacy as a whole, from libraries’ educational 
activities to information literacy documents



Critical Library 
Instruction
at Columbia 
University



Library Sessions for University Writing



Workshops with Critical Approaches



Support for Teaching Librarians

● University Writing Debriefs for librarians and Writing Center 
colleagues

● Workshops on Anti-Racist Library Instruction & Outreach

● Discussions within library divisions on critical and inclusive 
library instruction
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What expectations are there of (critical) library 
instruction and information literacy today? Are they 
up to the task?

What is critical library instruction’s role in combating 
disinformation (if any)?

What are the next steps for critical library instruction 
in our fragmented society?  



“You have to act as if it were possible
to radically transform the world. 

 And you have to do it all the time.” 

- Angela Y. Davis
Lecture at Southern Illinois University, 13 Feb. 2014
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